
 

 

Women, Culture, and Difference: 
An Introduction to Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies (WST 103)* 

Professor Lisa Diedrich 
Fall 2019 | M/W/F 12:00-12:53 | Lecture M/W | Friday recitations with TAs 

Email: Lisa.Diedrich@stonybrook.edu 
Office Hours: M 1-3 and W 2:30-3:30 (or by appointment) 

Office: 2050 Humanities Bldg. 
 

Teaching Assistants (all recitations meet from 12:00 to 12:53 on Fridays) 
R01: Tasmia Haque (tasmia.haque@stonybrook.edu) M 1:15-2:15 and W 1:30-3:30 
R02: Zoey Chu (shu-yi.chu@stonybrook.edu) W 1-4 
R03: Desi Self (desiree.self@stonybrook.edu) Th 10-1 
TA Office: 1028 HUM 

 
I imagine good teaching as a circle of earnest people sitting down to ask each other meaningful questions. I 
don't see it as a handing down of answers. 
    —Meridian to Truman in Alice Walker’s Meridian 
 
One might simplify this by saying: men act and women appear. Men look at women. Women watch 
themselves being looked at. This determines not only most relations between men and women but also the 
relation of women to themselves. The surveyor of woman is herself as male: the surveyed female. Thus she 
turns herself into an object—and most particularly an object of vision: a sight. 
    —John Berger, Ways of Seeing 
 
It often goes unacknowledged that the Black diaspora has survived, resisted, and developed in exploitative 
hostile environments which threaten physical and psychological destruction. It has been our history and past 
struggles which have offered us the rejuvenating substance of struggle, to carry our fight forwards. This is just 
one story; there are many like this to be told. Migration, like slavery, could not and will not silence our 
voices and kill our spirit. 

—Claudette Williams, “Gal . . . You Come From Foreign” 
 
This introductory course takes an interdisciplinary approach to understanding the social 
construction of sex, gender, and sexuality. We unpack the assumptions that underlie popular and 
academic discussions about sexed bodies, gendered identities, and sexual desires, and we examine 
the ways in which scholars and activists attempt to dismantle dominant power structures and enact 
social change and justice. The first part of the course explores the gendered regulation of bodies in 
relation to the rise of western science and the invention of sexual and racial difference. 
In the second part, we foreground the concept and practice of intersectionality as we investigate 
examples of historical and contemporary social movements and forms of belonging. The third part 
tackles issues of gender and globalization. In addition to analyzing the transnational circulation of 
gendered representations, we also study processes of production and consumption within local and 
global markets. Although the syllabus is divided into three distinct parts, these units are designed to 
complement each another. Students will be expected to draw connections between the sections 
and to relate material assigned at the beginning of the semester to what follows. As a whole, this 
course aims to give students a sense of the diverse topics, methods, and questions that are central 
to women’s, gender, and sexuality studies. 
 

                                                
* Background artwork: Adrian Piper, Decide Who You Are, Anita Hill, 1992 
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Learning Outcomes 
1. Identify gender as a central organizing principle of human experience. 
2. Give examples of the social construction of sex, gender, and sexuality through scientific, 
medical, legal, moral, political, economic, and cultural discourses. 
3. Explain the category of gender as mutually constitutive with other socially constructed categories, 
including race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, disability, religion, and nationality. 
4. Analyze the connections and distinctions between the regulation of gender in different historical 
periods and different geographical settings. 
5. Discuss the interdisciplinary approaches available for studying gender differences in a 
transnational world. 
6. Apply basic feminist theoretical concepts to analyze a wide range of texts, including literature, 
film, activist projects, government programs, and news media stories. 
7. Demonstrate analytical skills in reading, textual interpretation and visual analysis through course 
readings, films, and class discussions. 
8. Describe and analyze the impact of power and privilege on self and society in the context of 
diversity and inclusion. 
9. Identify systematic barriers to equality and inclusiveness and discuss how those barriers and 
biases affect the perceptions of others. 
10. Examine how human and cultural similarities and differences shape personal identities and 
influence structural and institutional inequities. 
 
This course fulfills Stony Brook Curriculum (SBC) requirements CER: Practice and Respect 
Critical and Ethical Reasoning (Prepare for Lifelong Learning); HUM: Address Problems Using 
Critical Analysis and Methods of the Humanities (Demonstrate Versatility); and DIV: Respect 
Diversity and Foster Inclusiveness.  
 
Required texts 
§ Alvarez, Julia. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents (New York: Plume, 1992). 
§ Flowers, Ebony. Hot Comb (Montreal: Drawn and Quarterly, 2019). 
§ Grewal, Inderpal and Caren Kaplan. An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a 

Transnational World (New York: MacGraw Hill, 2006 [2nd edition]). [G&K on syllabus] 
§ Walker, Alice. Meridian (New York: Pocket Books, 1976). 
§ Additional Readings: Available on Blackboard 

 
Films 
§ Black Power Mixtape 1967-1975 (Göran Hugo Olsson, 2011; 100 minutes) 
§ Maria Full of Grace (Marston, 2004; 101 minutes) 
§ Maquilapolis [city of factories] (Vicky Funari and Sergio De La Torre, 2006; 60 minutes) 
 
Some helpful hints on how to get the most out of this class:  
1. Do the reading (before the class in which we discuss the text). Highlight important points in the 
text, and jot down questions or comments in your notes or in the margins of the readings. This will 
help you review for the exams. 
2. Come to class 
3. Be attentive in class and TAKE NOTES. Our lectures and discussions will be organized around 
questions on the readings that I will post on Blackboard. Ideally, you will print these out before 
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you do the reading to help guide your reading and our discussion.  
4. Keep track of what is coming in terms of readings and assignments. There is a lot of reading in 
this class, but I try to intersperse lighter reading weeks for balance.  
5. Start preparing early for exams. Review your notes and the readings beginning at least a week 
before the exam. 
 
Students are required to have copies of the readings for every class. We will be doing close 
readings of these texts in class, and it is not possible to do this if students haven’t done the readings 
prior to the discussion and if they do not have the texts to consult as we discuss them. If you 
cannot afford to buy all of the texts, you may want to utilize the copies of the books that I have 
placed on reserve in the main library.  
 
Classroom etiquette: A good classroom atmosphere depends upon the behavior of the instructor, 
teaching assistants, and students. So, we need to respect each other and be courteous to each 
other. This means all of us should come to class on time, not leave early, answer cell phones, write 
emails or texts on phones or laptops, or talk when others are talking. Concentration and 
participation are necessary for good thinking! 
 
I permit the use of laptops for note-taking and to consult electronic versions of reading materials. 
Using your laptop for other things during class time is not allowed—searching the web, checking 
social media, etc. is distracting to you and others! 
 
Blackboard: This class is on Blackboard (http://blackboard.stonybrook.edu), and students are 
expected to consult Blackboard regularly for updates on readings and assignments. I will post 
questions on the readings on Blackboard, and will also email students through Blackboard with 
reminders, updates, and follow-up from class discussions. Make sure that the email listed for you 
on Blackboard is the one you actually use, and if you need assistance with Blackboard, contact 
helpme@stonybrook.edu or call 631-632-9602. 
 
Email: It is your responsibility to make sure that you read your email in your official University 
email account. For most students that is Google Apps for Education 
(http://www.stonybrook.edu/mycloud), but you may verify your official Electronic Post Office 
(EPO) address at http://it.stonybrook.edu/help/kb/checking-or-changing-your-mail-forwarding-
address-in-the-epo. If you choose to forward your official University email to another off-campus 
account, faculty are not responsible for any undeliverable messages to your alternative personal 
accounts. You can set up Google Mail forwarding using these DoIT-provided instructions found at 
http://it.stonybrook.edu/help/kb/setting-up-mail-forwarding-in-google-mail. If you need technical 
assistance, please contact Client Support at (631) 632-9800 or supportteam@stonybrook.edu. 
 
Students with disabilities: If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that 
may impact your course work, please contact the Student Accessibility Support Center. The 
SASC office is located in 128 Educational Communications Center (ECC), directly behind the 
Psychology A building and diagonally across from the rear parking lot of the Student Activities 
Center (SAC). For more information about available supports, students can visit the SASC website 
stonybrook.edu/SASC, email SASC@stonybrook.edu, call 631-632-6748, or walk in the SASC 
office. They will determine with you what accommodations are necessary and appropriate. All 
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information and documentation are confidential. Students requiring emergency evacuation are 
encouraged to discuss their needs with their professors and SASC. For procedures and 
information, go to the following web site: http://www.ehs.sunysb.edu/fire/disabilities/asp 
 
Critical Incident Management: Stony Brook University expects students to respect the rights, 
privileges, and property of other people. Faculty are required to report to the Office of Judicial 
Affairs any disruptive behavior that interrupts their ability to teach, compromises the safety of the 
learning environment, or inhibits students’ ability to learn.   
 
Academic Integrity: Do not plagiarize, which is defined as “to take and use as one’s own the 
thoughts, writings, or inventions of another” (The Oxford English Dictionary). This means you 
have plagiarized if, for example: you copy part or all of another student's paper, or use another 
student's paper from another class or semester, or if you download part or all of your paper from 
the internet and claim it as your own, or if you copy from a book and do not quote or cite the 
author. I take plagiarism very seriously. If you plagiarize, you will be turned in to Academic 
Judiciary. If you are confused about what constitutes plagiarism, come talk to me about it. 
 
University statement on Academic Integrity: Each student must pursue his or her academic goals 
honestly and be personally accountable for all submitted work. Representing another person's 
work as your own is always wrong. Any suspected instance of academic dishonesty will be reported 
to the Academic Judiciary. For more comprehensive information on academic integrity, including 
categories of academic dishonesty, please refer to the academic judiciary website at 
http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary/ 
 
Writing Center: Writers of all skill levels and at any stage of the writing process are invited to make 
appointments at the Writing Center. Writers can bring in anything they're working on, be it a 
creative piece, a personal statement, or a paper for class. Tutors will help writers brainstorm, 
organize, focus, and develop their written works. 
 
We aim to meet all writers’ needs, but in the interest of helping writers rather than helping papers, 
we do not function as an editing service. Tutors may choose to address some grammar and 
punctuation issues, but only at advanced stages of the writing process. When we do address 
sentence-level concerns, we discuss fundamental concepts as opposed to making editorial 
corrections. Make an appointment at: https://sunysb.mywconline.com 
 
Questions? Feel free to contact me or your teaching assistant to discuss the course at any point 
during the semester. Come to office hours, make an appointment, send an email, or chat after 
class. 
 
Keep the conversation going: I have set up a sharing forum on Blackboard (under the Discussion 
tab). Feel free to use this to share materials that connect to our readings and class discussions. 
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Course Schedule 
 

I The Social Construction of Sexed and Raced Bodies 
 

Theories of social construction and embodiment 
Aug 26  Introductions 
 
Aug 28 Judith Lorber, “‘Night to His Day’: The Social Construction of Gender,” Women’s 

Lives: Multicultural Perspectives (PDF—BB, pp. 54-65) 
 
Sep 2  Labor day—no class 
 
Sep 4 Iris Marion Young, “Throwing Like a Girl: A Phenomenology of Feminine Bodily 

Comportment, Motility, and Spatiality” (PDF—BB, pp. 27-45) 
 

Key terms: interdisciplinary, essentialism, social construction, phenomenology, 
feminine bodily comportment 
 

Gendering Science and Medicine 
Sep 9  Nelly Oudshoorn, “Sex and the Body” (G&K, 6-9) 
 

Emily Martin, “The Egg and the Sperm” (G&K, 10-15) 
 

Key terms: sex/gender binary, “essence” of femininity, one-sex model, two-sex 
model, cybernetic model 
 

Sep 11  Anne Fausto-Sterling, “The Biological Connection” (G&K, 41-2) 
  

Stephen Jay Gould, “Women’s Brains” (G&K, 43-6) 
 
Key terms: methodological problems, “normal,” craniometry, scientific racism 

 
Intersectionality 
Sep 16   Kimberlé Crenshaw, “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity 

Politics, and Violence against Women of Color” (G&K, 200-6) 
 
Claudia Rankine, excerpt from Citizen: An American Lyric (23-37; PDF—BB) 
 
Claudia Rankine, “The Meaning of Serena Williams,” New York Times (August 
25, 2015) (PDF—BB)  
 
Key terms: intersectionality, commodified vs. actual anger 

 
II Gendering Social Movements and Forms of Belonging 

 
Politics of Identity 
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Sep 18  Kathryn Woodward, “Concepts of Identity and Difference” (G&K, 195-197) 
 

Alma Garcia, “The Development of Chicana Feminist Discourse” (G&K, 207-211) 
 
Key terms: identity politics, new social movements, Chicana, ideological hegemony 

 
Sep 20 recitation: Enacting gender in public space (field notes and paper) due! 
 
Sep 23  Alice Walker, Meridian 
 
Sep 25  Walker cont. 
 
Sep 30   Walker cont. 
 
Oct 2 In class film screening: Black Power Mixtape 1967-1975 (Göran Hugo Olsson, 

2011; 100 minutes) 
 
Oct 7  Black Power Mixtape 1967-1975 cont. and discussion 
 
Oct 9  Midterm review 
 
Oct 11 recitation: Midterm exam! 
 
Oct 14  Fall break—no class 
 

III Global Circulation of Bodies, Images, & Capital 
 
Ways of Seeing 
Oct 16  John Berger, Excerpt from Ways of Seeing, (G&K, 269-273) 
 

Suzanne Lustig, “How and Why Did the Guerrilla Girls Alter the Art World 
Establishment in New York City, 1985-1995?” (G&K, 276-281) 
 
Key terms: representation, either/or system 

 
Oct 21 Judith Williamson, “Woman Is an Island: Femininity and Colonization” (G&K, 

314-316) 
 
 Catherine A. Lutz and Jane L. Collins, Excerpts from Reading National 

Geographic (G&K, 317-321) 
 
 Marnia Lazreg, “Feminism and Difference” (G&K, 321-323) 
 
 Key terms: modernity/tradition binary, harim 
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Commodifying the Body 
Oct 23  Nancy Worcester, “Nourishing Ourselves” (G&K, 348-355) 
 

 Barry Bearak, “Ugliness in India over Miss World” (G&K, 361-362) 
 
 Rone Tempest, “Barbie and the World Economy” (G&K, 363-368) 
 
 Key terms: globalization, beauty ideals, cultural appropriation 

 
Oct 28  Ebony Flowers, Hot Comb 

 
Oct 30  Flowers cont. 
 
Nov 4  Flowers cont. 
 
Laboring bodies and the global economy 
Nov 6 Leslie Salzinger, “A Maid By Any Other Name: The Transformation of ‘Dirty 

Work’ by Central American Immigrants” (G&K, 449-453) 
 
 Rigoberta Menchú, “A Maid in the Capital” (G&K, 453-457) 
 
 Satoko Watenabe, “From Thailand to Japan” (G&K, 458-462) 
 

In class film screening: Maquilapolis [city of factories] 
 
 Key terms: global cities, two-tiered service economy. maquiladora, North American 

Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
 
Nov 11  In class film screening: Maria Full of Grace 
 
Nov 13  Maria Full of Grace cont. and discussion 
   
Nov 15 recitation: Ad campaign paper due! 
  
Diasporic peoples 
Nov 18  Stuart Hall, “From ‘Routes’ to Roots” (G&K, 427-428) 
 
  Claudette Williams, “Gal . . .You Come from Foreign” (G&K, 428-435) 
 

In class film screening: excerpt from The Stuart Hall Project (John Akomfrah, 
2014) 

 
Nov 20  Mimi Nguyen, “Viet Nam: Journal/Journey” (G&K, 435-439) 
 
  Ella Shohat, “Dislocated Identities” (G&K, 440-443) 
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diaspora, colourism, refugee, “the Vietnam syndrome,” syncretic identities, 
dislocated identities 

 
Nov 25  Julia Alvarez, How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents 
 
Nov 27  Thanksgiving break—no class: Read How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents! 
 
Dec 2  Alvarez cont. 
 
Dec 4  Alvarez cont. 
 
Dec 9   Wrap up: extra-credit quiz 
 
Final exam: Tuesday, December 17, 5:30-7:00 
 
Course Requirements 
 
1. Attendance and participation (15 pts): Because this is a large lecture class I will not be taking 
mandatory attendance during the Monday and Wednesday sessions. However, I will occasionally 
take attendance by distributing a sign-up sheet at the start of class. If you are a regular presence on 
the days I take attendance (at least 3 of 4 days), you will receive a bonus of 3 points. Recitation 
attendance is mandatory. You may miss two recitations without consequences. More than two 
absences will result in two points for each absence being deducted from your attendance total of 15 
points. In other words, you are given 15 points at the start of the semester and you can only lose 
them by not attending your recitation class. Excuses will not be accepted except in extreme cases—
car issues, doctor’s appointments, birthdays etc. are not valid excuses.  
 
2. Midterm (20 pts) and final exam (30 pts): There will be a mid-term in recitation on October 11 
and a final during the final exam period (Tuesday, December 17, 5:30-7:00). The midterm and 
final are designed to test the student’s knowledge of the material we have read and discussed in 
class. It is not a test on general knowledge. The midterm will include short answer questions, key 
terms and definitions, and an explication of a quotation. The final will include these three sections 
plus an essay question. All answers must be written in a blue book. Don’t forget your student ID 
and blue books! 
 

First section: Short Answer Questions  
You will be required to give one word or short sentence answers to these questions. You 
do not need to rewrite the question in your blue book. Simply number and write the 
answer. Questions will primarily concern people or characters, places, and dates. A few will 
ask you about ideas or arguments. The dates and people will be ones discussed in class and 
in the reading. You will be asked about authors—so you need to know who wrote what (this 
also applies to the other parts of the exam). 
 
Second section: Key Terms and Definitions 
You will have a choice in this section. This section will ask you to define, in a full 
paragraph, a term or concept or identify a person. The more detail you give in your 
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answer, the more points you will get. In each answer you will need to include the reading in 
which the term appears, the context for the term, the meaning of the term, and why it is 
important in relation to the themes of the class, etc. Be sure to write the term in your blue 
book before defining it. 
 
Third section: Explication of a quotation from one of the readings 
You will be provided with a quotation from one of the readings, which you must explicate. 
This means you will interpret the quote in relation to the work in which it is contained, as 
well as in relation to themes discussed in class. Your answer should be two full paragraphs. 
 
Fourth section: Essay Question  
You will answer one question from a choice of two. Your answer must be at least three-to-
four full paragraphs long. Again, the more detail you give, the more points you will earn. 
This section is designed to test your ability to interpret material (arguments and ideas) and 
to analyze. (Definition of “analyze”: “To take to pieces; to separate, distinguish, to examine 
minutely,” Oxford English Dictionary). 
 
Extra Credit Question: An opportunity for extra points! 

 
3. Enacting gender in public space (field notes and paper) (15 points): For this paper, students will 
observe and write about how gender is enacted in public spaces. Students are required to spend at 
least one hour observing human activity in a public space (streets, shops and shopping malls, 
subways, bars, restaurants, and cafes, airports, train stations, sports fields and arenas, performance 
halls, etc.). While observing, students will take field notes—detailed descriptions of what they 
observe. Your observations and field notes will become the material for a short paper (2-3 pages, 
double-spaced, 12-point font) on the enactment of gender in public spaces. Although the paper is 
primarily concerned with the enactment of gender in public spaces, you will also want to consider 
race, class, sexuality, and disability in your observations and analysis. Some questions to consider 
as you are observing: What sorts of people are in a particular space? How do people move 
through and occupy space? How do people participate in activities and events? Students will turn 
in their field notes along with their paper. Papers are due at the beginning of recitations on 
September 20. Late papers will be penalized. 
 
4. Ad campaign paper (20 points): Most advertising images sell a fantasy first and a product 
second. The product becomes associated with the fantasy and so the consumer links the product 
with the fantasy they are being encouraged to invest in. Most of the fantasies in advertising images 
are concerned with promoting idealized ways of being—the cool hipster apple user, the older 
middle-class African American Lincoln Town car driver, the efficient, professional, mother who 
needs a great washing machine, the older, happily retired middle-class white couple who need 
digestive aids (especially when watching the nightly news). All of these fantasies of a way of life are 
constructed through gender, race, class, and sexual norms. Just think about the people we see in 
everyday life that we NEVER see in an advertising image. For this assignment your “campaign” is 
not to sell a way of life through an image (and, therefore, by association a product), but to 
investigate exactly WHAT fantasy your chosen ad image is trying to sell to you, and HOW it does 
so. The readings in the sections on “Ways of Seeing” and “Commodifying the Body” will be your 
analytic resources. You need to incorporate them into your campaign by using them to help you 
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interpret your image. What kind of gender, class, race, and sexual ideals and norms is your chosen 
image attempting to promote? And how do race, class, gender, and sexual norms intersect with 
each other in your chosen image to produce idealized bodies or/and ways of living? Your paper 
should be 5 pages total, including copy of image, so 4 written, double spaced, 12-point font. Papers 
are due at the beginning of recitations on Friday, November 8. Late papers will be penalized.† 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                
† Thanks to Professor Victoria Hesford for this fabulous assignment! 


