
 

 

Global Science/Women’s Health (WST 395) 
 

Professor Lisa Diedrich 
Spring 2017; Tu-Th 2:30-3:50 (Frey Hall 326) 

Office hours: Tu 12-2 and W 2:30-3:30 
Office: 2117 Humanities Building 

Email: Lisa.Diedrich@stonybrook.edu 
TA: Allyse Knox-Russell (allyse.knox@stonybrook.edu) 

Allyse’s office hours: Tu 10-11 and Th 10-12 
Allyse’s office: 2065 Humanities Building 

 
 
One thing that can be said for an eight-month course of cancer treatment: it is highly 
educational. I am learning to suffer. 
  —Prof. Vivian Bearing in Margaret Edson’s Wit 
 
In fact, the Hmong view of health care seemed to me to be precisely the opposite of the 
prevailing American one, in which the practice of medicine has fissioned into smaller and 
smaller subspecialties, with less and less truck between bailiwicks. The Hmong carried 
holism to its ultima Thule. As my web of cross-references grew more and more thickly 
interlaced, I concluded that the Hmong preoccupation with medical issues was nothing 
less than a preoccupation with life. (And death. And life after death.) 
  —Anne Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down 
 
Being called paranoid schizophrenic is more important that what my name is, Mildred 
Smiley. 
  —Mildred Smiley in Susan Smiley’s Out of the Shadow 
 
I conceive of care as the way someone comes to matter and the corresponding ethics of 
attending to the other who matters. 
  —Lisa Stevenson, Life Beside Itself 
 
In this course we will explore two broad themes: Global Science and Women’s Health. 
We will investigate how these two themes relate to each other through particular case 
studies. Our first series of case studies will look at various relationships within the 
institution of medicine: between doctors and patients, patients and nurses, doctors and 
nurses, etc. As we analyze these various relationships, we will consider the way 
knowledge, power, and choice gets expressed in and through these relationships. Our 
second series of case studies will expand out from those particular relationships within 
medicine to larger global structures that affect the health of peoples throughout the world, 
historically and in the present. In this section we will explore bioethical issues and the 
relationship between health and human rights. Some of our organizing questions for the 
semester include: what factors impact health?; what constitutes good care?; and how can 
we better deliver care throughout the world? The course is structured to move from the 
experience of the ill body in the world to the way global structures affect that particular 
experience and back again. 
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Learning Outcomes 
This course fulfills the Stony Brook Curriculum (SBC) requirement to “demonstrate a 
sustained, disciplined engagement with a society or culture beyond the United States 
and/or an issue(s) that links world societies together. A significant portion of the course 
must address the diversity and interconnectedness of the world’s societies and cultures.” 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to demonstrate proficiency in the 
following skills: 
 
1. Discuss how sex, gender, race, and sexuality are socially constructed through 
scientific, medical, and cultural practices, discourses, and institutions. 
2. Analyze the gendered effects of globalization, and examine how global inequalities of 
health are gendered. 
3. Investigate and critique how different media present stories about health, illness, and 
health care. 
4. Demonstrate analytical skills in reading, textual interpretation and visual analysis 
through course readings, films, and class discussions. 

Required texts: 
§ Edson, Margaret. Wit (New York: Faber and Faber, 1999). 
§ Fadiman, Anne. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down (New York: Farrar, 

Straus and Giroux, 1998). 
§ Farmer, Paul. Pathologies of Power (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003). 
§ Lock, Margaret. Twice Dead (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001). 
§ Skloot, Rebecca. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (New York: Broadway, 2010). 
§ Stevenson, Lisa. Life Beside Itself: Imagining Care in the Canadian Arctic (Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2014). 
 

Films: 
§ Wit (Mike Nichols, 2001; 99 minutes) 
§ All About My Mother (Pedro Almodovar, 1999; 105 minutes) 
§ Out of the Shadow (Susan Smiley, 2004; 67 minutes) 
 
Students are required to have copies of the readings for every class. We will be doing 
close readings of these texts in class, and it is not possible to do this if students haven’t 
done the readings prior to the discussion and if they do not have the texts to consult as we 
discuss them. If you cannot afford to buy all of the texts, you may want to utilize the 
copies of the books that I have placed on reserve at the main library. The University 
Bookstore also has several of the books available for renting. 
 
Classroom etiquette: A good classroom atmosphere depends upon the behavior of both 
the instructor and the students. So, we need to respect each other and be courteous to each 
other. This means all of us should come to class on time, not leave early, answer cell 
phones, write emails or texts on Blackberrys or laptops, or talk when others are talking. 
Concentration and participation are necessary for good thinking! 
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Cell phones and Blackberrys must be turned off before class begins. If you can’t go more 
than an hour and twenty minutes without texting or answering your phone, then this is not 
the class for you. 
 
Blackboard: This class is on Blackboard (http://blackboard.stonybrook.edu), and 
students are expected to consult Blackboard regularly for updates on readings and 
assignments. I will post questions on the readings on Blackboard, and will also email 
students through Blackboard with reminders and follow up from class discussions. Make 
sure that the email listed for you on Blackboard is the one you actually use, and if you 
need assistance with Blackboard, contact helpme@stonybrook.edu or call 631-632-9602. 
 
Email: It is your responsibility to make sure that you read your email in your official 
University email account. For most students that is Google Apps for Education 
(http://www.stonybrook.edu/mycloud), but you may verify your official Electronic Post 
Office (EPO) address at http://it.stonybrook.edu/help/kb/checking-or-changing-your-
mail-forwarding-address-in-the-epo. If you choose to forward your official University 
email to another off-campus account, faculty are not responsible for any undeliverable 
messages to your alternative personal accounts. You can set up Google Mail forwarding 
using these DoIT-provided instructions found at http://it.stonybrook.edu/help/kb/setting-
up-mail-forwarding-in-google-mail. If you need technical assistance, please contact 
Client Support at (631) 632-9800 or supportteam@stonybrook.edu. 
 
Students with disabilities: If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning 
disability that may impact your course work, please contact Disability Support Services, 
ECC (Educational Communications Center) Building, Room 128 (631) 632-6748. They 
will determine with you what accommodations are necessary and appropriate. All 
information and documentation is confidential. Students requiring emergency evacuation 
are encouraged to discuss their needs with their professors and Disability Support 
Services. For procedures and information, go to the following web site: 
http://www.ehs.sunysb.edu/fire/disabilities/asp 
 
Critical Incident Management: Stony Brook University expects students to respect the 
rights, privileges, and property of other people. Faculty are required to report to the 
Office of Judicial Affairs any disruptive behavior that interrupts their ability to teach, 
compromises the safety of the learning environment, or inhibits students' ability to learn.  
Faculty in the HSC Schools and the School of Medicine are required to follow their 
school-specific procedures. 
 
Academic Integrity: Do not plagiarize, which is defined as "to take and use as one's own 
the thoughts, writings, or inventions of another" (The Oxford English Dictionary). This 
means you have plagiarized if, for example: you copy part or all of another student's 
paper, or use another student's paper from another class or semester, or if you download 
part or all of your paper from the internet and claim it as your own, or if you copy from a 
book and do not quote or cite the author. I take plagiarism very seriously. If you 
plagiarize, you will be turned in to Academic Judiciary. If you are confused about what 
constitutes plagiarism, come talk to me about it. 
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University statement on Academic Integrity: Each student must pursue his or her 
academic goals honestly and be personally accountable for all submitted work. 
Representing another person's work as your own is always wrong. Any suspected 
instance of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Academic Judiciary. For more 
comprehensive information on academic integrity, including categories of academic 
dishonesty, please refer to the academic judiciary website at 
http://www.stonybrook.edu/uaa/academicjudiciary/ 
 
Questions? Feel free to contact me to discuss the course at any point during the semester. 
Come to my office hours, make an appointment with me, send me an email, or see me 
after class. 
 
Keep the conversation going, use our course hashtag: #GSWH17. I will use this 
hashtag on Twitter to post articles and commentary related to course themes. Students are 
encouraged to do the same on Twitter and other social media.  
 

Course Schedule 
 
Jan 24:  Introduction of key concepts 
 
The practices of caring and curing: Case 1—the doctor/patient and nurse/patient 
relationships 
 
Jan 26:  Film screening—Wit (Students must also read the play script) 
 
Jan 31: Wit cont.—discussion of film and play 
 
Feb 2: Wit cont.—discussion of film and play 
 
The practices of curing and caring: Case 2—“epilepsy” or “the spirit catches you 
and you fall down” 
 
Feb 7: The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down, pp. 1-59 
 
Feb 9: The Spirit Catches You, pp. 60-139 
 
Feb 14: The Spirit Catches You, pp. 140-224 
 
Feb 16: The Spirit Catches You, pp. 225-288 
 
The practices of medical ethics: Case 1—organ donation and the “new death” 
Feb 21: Film screening: All About My Mother 
 
Feb 23: All About My Mother cont. and discussion 
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Feb 28: All About My Mother discussion 
 
Mar 2: Midterm exam 
 
Mar 7: Twice Dead, “Preamble: Accidental Death” and Chapter 2: “Technology in 
Extremis,” pp. 1-31 and 57-77 
 
Mar 9: No class—Global Science/Women’s Health in the Media research day 
 
Mar 14 and 16: No Class—spring break 
 
Mar 21: Twice Dead, Chapter 3: “Locating the Moment of Death” and Chapter 5: “Japan 
and the Brain-Death Problem,” pp. 78-102 and 130-148  
 
The practices of medical ethics: Case 2—cell cultures and immortality 
Mar 23: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Prologue, “Deborah’s Voice,” and Part 1, 
pp. 1-88 
 
Mar 28: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Part 2, pp. 89-178 
 
Mar 30: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Part 3, pp. 179-310 
 
Apr 4: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, wrap-up discussion 
 
Structure and agency: Case 1—witnessing schizophrenia 
Apr 6: Film screening—Out of the Shadows 
Global Science/Women’s Health in the Media thesis statement and bibliography due 
before midnight 
 
Apr 11: Out of the Shadows discussion 
 
Structure and agency: Case 2—imagining care 
Apr 13: Life Beside Itself, Introduction and Chapter 1, pp. 1-46 
 
Apr 18: Life Beside Itself, Chapter 2, pp. 49-73 
 
Apr 20: Life Beside Itself, Chapters 3 and 4, pp. 75-126 
 
Structure and agency: Case 3—treating structural violence 
Apr 25: Paul Farmer, Pathologies of Power, Chapter 1, pp. 23-50 
 
May 27: Paul Farmer, Pathologies of Power, Chapter 5, pp. 134-159 
 
May 2: Paul Farmer, Pathologies of Power, Chapter 6, pp. 160-178 
 
May 4: Wrap up 
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Global Science/Women’s Health in the Media papers due 
 
Monday, May 15: Final exam 11:15-12:45 
 
Course Requirements:   
1. Class participation (10%):  You are required to bring the current readings to each 
session and be ready to discuss those readings with questions, comments, and criticisms. 
Some of the readings will be difficult: spend time reading carefully and thinking critically 
about what you have read! One way to engage in discussion is to bring up specific 
passages in the text that are interesting, confusing, provocative, etc. Take notes during 
class. Attendance: You are permitted up to three absences without penalty. Each 
absence in excess of three will lower your attendance point total. If you miss a class, 
contact another student for the notes. 
 
2. Midterm and final exams (30% each): There will be a mid-term on March 2 and a 
final during the exam period (11:15 on Monday, May 15). The midterm and final are 
designed to test the student’s knowledge of the material we have read and discussed in 
class. They are not tests on general knowledge. There will be four sections graded on a 
100-point scale. All answers must be written in a blue book. Don’t forget your 
student ID and blue books! 
 

First section: Short Answer Questions  
You will be required to give one word or short sentence answers to these questions. You 
do not need to rewrite the question in your blue book. Simply number from 1 to 10 and 
write the answer. Questions will primarily concern people or characters, places, and 
dates. A few will ask you about ideas or arguments. The dates and people will be ones 
discussed in class and in the reading. You will be asked about authors—so you need to 
know who wrote what (this also applies to the other parts of the exam). 
 
Second section: Key Terms and Definitions 
You will have a choice in this section. This section will ask you to define, in a full 
paragraph, a term or concept or identify a person. Be specific and provide detail. In each 
answer you will need to include the reading in which the term appears, the context for the 
term, the meaning of the term, and why it is important in relation to the themes of the 
class, etc, etc. Be sure to write the term in your blue book before defining it. 
 
Third section: Explication of a quotation from one of the readings 
You will be provided with a quotation from one of the readings, which you must 
explicate. This means you will interpret the quote in relation to the work in which it is 
contained, as well as in relation to themes discussed in class. Your answer should be two 
full paragraphs. 
 
Fourth section: Essay Question 
You will answer one question from a choice of two. Your answer must be at least three-
to-four full paragraphs long. Again, the more detail you give, the more points you will 
earn. This section is designed to test your ability to interpret material (arguments and 
ideas) and to analyze. (Definition of “analyze”: “To take to pieces; to separate, 
distinguish, to examine minutely,” Oxford English Dictionary). 
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Extra Credit Question 
An opportunity for extra points! 

 
3. Global Science/Women’s Health in the Media Paper (30%): For this paper, students 
will research and discuss media coverage of one of the following topics: 
 
1. The fate of the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) under the new administration 
 
2. Cancer screening practices (especially mammography screening for breast cancer or 
PSA test for prostate cancer, and recent studies that challenge the effectiveness of the 
practice of screening and emphasis on early detection for breast cancer or prostate 
cancer) 
 
3. Zika outbreak 
 
4. The impact of disasters on vulnerable populations and health emergency responses to 
these disasters 
 
5. Violence against women as public health issue 
 
6. Gender gap in heart disease 
 
7. PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) and other HIV prevention practices 
 
8. Suicide and self-harm 
 
9. Recent opioid “epidemic” 
 
Students will use the Lexis-Nexis database, which can be found on the Stony Brook 
University Library Homepage (http://sunysb.edu/~library/index.html) under Databases 
and E-Journals, to gather at least 10 news articles about their topic. Please also consult 
health organization webpages and medical journal articles reporting the results of medical 
research or editorials in medical journals commenting on recent studies and public 
reaction to the results. So, for example, if you were doing your media paper on the recent 
controversy surrounding changes to mammogram screening guidelines recommended by 
the United States Preventive Services Task Force, you would want to read the report 
itself, media coverage of the report, as well as track down recent studies on breast 
screening. A thesis statement and a bibliography of at least 10 sources is due on 
Blackboard on April 15 before midnight. 
 
Recommended web and medical journal resources: 
BMJ: British Medical Journal 
Journal of the American Medical Association 
New England Journal of Medicine 
Black Women’s Health Imperative: http://www.bwhi.org 
The Earth Institute: http://www.earth.columbia.edu/articles/view/1791 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria: http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/ 
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The Global Health Network: https://tghn.org 
Partners in Health: http://www.pih.org 
United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: https://www.cdc.gov 
World Health Organization: http://www.who.int/en/ 
 
Some questions to keep in mind as you research and write your paper: 
1. How does the issue get presented in different media? What is the tone of the coverage?  
2. Why is this issue in the news now? 
3. What are the ethical questions that the issue raises? What are the various positions 
people have taken on the issue, and why? Which position is most convincing, and why? 
4. Who are the experts on the issue? 
5. How does this issue relate to works we’ve read or seen in class? 
 
Students will be graded on their ability to do the following: 
1. to analyze media material; 
2. to have a clear thesis and make a coherent argument; 
3. to relate their topic explicitly to course materials. You must use at least two texts 
we have read in class to help you analyze your issue/event. 
 
The essay should be 7-8 pages (typed and double-spaced) and should have a 
bibliography of sources (not included in the 7-8 pages). Students may quote from 
news sources and course materials, but must cite the author and page number in the text. 
Because this is a short analytic paper, students should quote only sparingly. Good writing 
requires that you synthesize material in your own words. The paper is due at the 
beginning of class on May 4.  
 
 
 


